Dear Fellow Rotarians & Friends:
We have a lot of news to celebrate regarding our work to provide clean water in Ghana.  The news summary is:

· I will be RI President Ray Klinginsmith’s representative for World Health Day on April 7th 

· Global Grant 25176 was approved for $190,000 on March 28th!

· We were inspired on our recent trip to Ghana.  Highlights follow.
· MG 69051 with Tamale RC has 3 new boreholes drilled.  Final phase starting.

· MG 69066 with Sunyani Central RC has 4 new mechanized boreholes.  Final report will be written soon.

· MG 71926 with Sunyani Central RC has 6 new boreholes in the Ashanti Region.  Writing first progress report soon.
Thanks for all of the ways that this news is about what your Rotary Club and District has been able to accomplish when we partner with Rotarians around the world.
Yours in Rotary,
Walter Hughes, Jr.
Past-President of Rotary Club of Rocky Mount, VA
Cell:  540-493-4715
World Health Day on April 7 in Boston

This event will celebrate Rotary’s role and teamwork in eradicating Guinea Worm Disease from Ghana.  I will represent all of the Rotary Clubs and Districts who worked together to make this happen.  The event will be held at Tufts Medical School from 11– 2 PM to celebrate end of Guinea Worm Disease in Ghana.  It will be held at Jaharis Auditorium, 145 Harrison Avenue, Boston, MA 02111.  Bryant Brownlee in the Public Relations Division of Rotary International wrote me:  

“I am pleased to inform you that RI President, Ray Klinginsmith, has extended an invitation for you to represent Rotary at an event commemorating World Health Day on 7 April 2011 in Boston.  The event is sponsored by the Tufts University Medical School, Department of Public Health and the United Nations Association of Greater Boston.  The event will serve as an opportunity to recognize Rotary and the Carter Center's work in addressing Guinea worm. As your club has been the leading Rotary club in the United States addressing this issue, and given the leadership and knowledge that you showed in informing the Rotary world of your work, the President felt that you would be well suited to speak on Rotary's behalf during this event.”

Global Grant 25176 Approved on 28 March 2011

We received approval of our Future Vision Global Grant 25176 for $190,818.  We owe a large thanks to DG Wes Patterson of D-7690 from the Thomasville, North Carolina Rotary Club who helped by being the international sponsor for this grant.  The Georg Fischer Jubilee Clean Water Foundation in Switzerland also funded a $70,000 grant which will be matched by this grant.  Global Grants Coordinator Katherine Pichon wrote on March 28, 2011:
“Congratulations! Your global grant application, submitted by host sponsor club Sunyani Central and international sponsor club Thomasville, NC for funding to provide clean water through boreholes and the repair of existing wells, as well as education and treatment on buruli ulcer, in communities in the Brong Ahafo and Ashanti regions of Ghana, has been approved by The Rotary Foundation (TRF). The award is in the amount of 80,134 USD.”
Ghana Trip Summary in March 2011
We had a great trip to Ghana with Rotarians Jon Morris and Kenny Lovelace.  Jon Morris is a member of the Rotary Club of Rocky Mount, VA.  Kenny Lovelace is the Past-President of the Fieldale-Collinsville Rotary Club.  We were always on the go during the trip to Ghana.  We met with Rotarians from Sunyani Central RC, Tamale RC and the future Bolgatanga Goodwill RC.  I wore two hats on the trip as the Past-President of the Rocky Mount, VA RC and as a pastor.
I met with Dr. Andrew Seidu Korkor, Director of the Ghana Guinea Worm Eradication Programme and Jim Niquette, Director of the Carter Center for Ghana.  We celebrated the end of Guinea Worm Disease together.  Dr. Korkor said that the clean water projects paid by Rotary made the difference in this effort!   We raised about $1.1 million for new wells, boreholes (deep wells), repairs to pumps, and mechanized water systems in Ghana since 2006.
The incredible team who helped to make all of this possible in Ghana is being disbanded.  The Carter Center is moving out of Ghana and firing their staff.  The Carter Center moved some of their people to the Sudan to finish the fight.  The World Health Organization (WHO) will officially declare the end after three years.   Part of the Carter Center team will be hired by W.A.T.E.R.  NGO.
The Tamale Rotary Club is no longer the strong club and partner who helped to make all of this possible.    I am thankful that they were an excellent partner and friends when we really needed them.  My hope is that the Tamale Rotarians will be strong again someday.  We have one grant remaining with the Tamale Rotary Club, MG 69066.  
Humanitarian grant 69066 was planned in 2008-2009 for $111,000.  We were able to see the three latest new boreholes in communities in the Karaga District of the Northern Region during the sixth phase of the grant.  These boreholes are located about one day’s drive from Tamale.  The three boreholes are in the Muslim villages of Yemo Karaga and Mankuala.  Yemo Karaga has two boreholes because it is difficult to find water in the surrounding villages.  A very young assembly man gave an impassioned speech what the clean water means to his communities.
The Tamale Rotary Club also had a few dry holes on MG 69066.  They tried to find water in some very difficult places.  It was worthwhile to try and fail than not to try at all.  The next draft of the progress report was given to me.  The Tamale Rotary Club is having difficulty communicating with the International Rotarians and being a good steward of the grant funds.  As a result, we are proposing that the final payment of $27,829 for this grant be handled by the Rocky Mount Rotary Club instead of being managed by the Tamale Rotarians.  This final payment hopefully will pay for about five deep wells or boreholes in the Brong Ahafo Region of Ghana.
I met with the future Bolgatanga Goodwill Rotarians in the Upper East Region.  They are trying to charter a new club which will serve the Upper East and Upper West Regions.  I gave them words of encouragement to make it across the finish line.  They need about five more members to finish being chartered.  They asked a lot of good questions.  I told them that a lot of Rotarians in the USA are pulling for them to serve the people of Ghana.
We have two current grants at work with the Sunyani Central Rotary Club.  The humanitarian grants are 69051 and 71926.  We were able to see the results from both of the humanitarian grants.  The budget for humanitarian grant 69051 is $72,750.  It is paying for boreholes and mechanized boreholes in the Western Region and Brong Ahafo Region.  The Sunyani Central Rotarians were able to provide mechanized boreholes in the latest phase of the project for three very large schools near of Sunyani.  The Sunyani Municipal Assembly Primary School is a showcase Rotary school with results visible from several grants.  
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Children at new mechanized borehole at primary school with Rotarians.

The Notre Dame Girls Senior Secondary School in Fiapre is near Sunyani.  The school has over six hundred students and forty-five teachers.  It is a beautiful school in need of water.  
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Rotarians, Notre Dame H.S. students and teachers celebreate clean water. 

We added a mechanized borehole for the school at Sacred Heart Senior High School in Nsoatre, Ghana near the girl’s dormitory that is being built.  This is another fine school with about eight hundred students.    Sr. Benedicta Uzokwe, the Headmistress of Sacred Heart Senior High School  said, “I wish to use this opportunity to thank you and the International Rotary Clubs for the good work you are doing to put smile on people's faces and to give people a more meaningful life. May the good Lord continue to guide you & protect you.”  
The final mechanized borehole was at the Nursing and Midwifery Training College in Berekum, Ghana.  The director of the nursing school expressed her appreciation and thanks for giving the nursing students access to clean water.  I believe the funds for this grant is investing in the future of Ghana’s children and health care providers.  The other boreholes in the Western Region and Brong Ahafo Region are already completed.  The final report for this grant will be written soon after the final work is done on the new boreholes.
Humanitarian grant 71926 was approved in 2009-2010 for a budget of $103,300.  This grant is the first grant to focus on Buruli Ulcer disease.  Buruli Ulcer is a neglected tropical flesh eating disease.  We went to the first six boreholes drilled and have found water in the Amansie West District in the Ashanti Region near Kumasi.  This area is the place where Rotarian Michael Nsiah grew up.  He wants to go back and help fight this terrible disease.  We have some money in this grant to educate people about disease and ways to prevent it.  The first phase of this grant is coming to a close.  We are hoping to use the lessons learned on this grant to strengthen our next grant.
One of the boreholes drilled last week is at Adimposo Community Health Clinic in the Amansie West District.  The community wanted the borehole to be close to the health clinic even if it meant a longer walk to their homes.
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Recently drilled borehole near Adimposo Health Clinic.  Pump will be fitted soon.
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The poverty and need is apparent in the Adimposo community above.

Mission Trip Notes of Pastor Walter Hughes, Jr., New Hope 
United Methodist Church  (More at http://walter-mission.blogspot.com/ )
I was able to spend a lot of time as an Osufu or Pastor during this trip.  The Rotary grants provide clean water for the poorest communities with the biggest health needs.  We’ve touched Muslim and Christian communities alike with the gift of clean water.  Some of the highlights of trip as a Pastor are:

· We repaired fifteen wells and bought parts to repair even more wells.

· Over 71 people accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior

· We baptized 368 people in seven churches in the Mamprusi tribal area in the Northern Region.
· We rededicated the Brubia Church after adding a new roof

· We celebrated the building walls for two new churches at Singini and Guakodow.  

· We were able to preach twice per day during the first week.  We preached in three regions of Ghana, overall.
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